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Building With

Arnold Karp, President of Karp
Associates welcomed us into his
family’s newly-renovated home, built
in partnership with Lead Project
Manager, Robin Carroll to discuss
the heart of his home.

“

The aesthetic of the entire house was
key and therefore Gaggenau’s cuttingedge features, combined with design
and style, were important to me. - Arnold

Was this a total redesign/what was here before? I was able to start with a blank canvas as my house
was a complete new FEMA-compliant build. However, due to the zoning limitation on the size of the house I
had overall constraints so my kitchen design needed to be efficient.
How do you see technology affect the kitchen? The kitchen and therefore its appliances are ever
evolving. Appliances are now designed with chefs and homeowners in mind. What consumer wouldn’t want
new design features combined with ease of use? The ability to do more interesting cooking with a lower time
commitment is an important feature. The convection oven feature and an oven rotisserie option in a single
appliance—that is easy to use—what’s not to like!
What was the most important ‘wishlist’ item? What was your splurge item? As I always seem
to be short on time the induction cooktop which heats quickly and is easy to clean was a wish list item.
Additionally, since I have difficulty getting various dishes prepared at the same time the warming drawer is
also a plus. In my kitchen the splurge item was certainly the gaggenau appliances coupled with the
self-opening and closing cabinets.
It used to be the “kitchen triangle” that drove the layout of a kitchen, does that still apply?
How? Or not? When designing current kitchens it is less about the formality or design constraint of the
“kitchen triangle.” It is more important to see how the individual, couple and family plan to use the space.
Kitchens are now designed for multiple users who will be in the kitchen at the same time. The design needs
to take client and homeowner usage into consideration. - Arnold
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